
 

Grace Episcopal Church 
November 13, 2016 ∏ 8 am  

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ministers: All of Us 

Guest Preacher: Robert Cromwell 

Priest in Charge: Joan Anthony 

Music & Arts: Ann Strickland 

 
 

  

A human being is part of the whole, called by us “universe,”  
a part limited in time and space.  

He experiences himself, his thoughts and feelings,  
as something separate from the rest –  

a kind of optical delusion of consciousness.  
This delusion is a kind of prison for us,  

restricting us to our personal desires and to affection for a few  
persons nearest to us. Our task must be to free ourselves  

from this prison by widening our circle of compassion  
to embrace all living creatures  

and the whole of nature in its beauty. 
 

– Albert Einstein 
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We are seated. A bell rings and we listen to the longing of our hearts. 

Opening Song: Amazing Grace 
We stand and sing 
 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see. 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 

I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Life is too strong for you— 

It takes life to love Life. 

Edgar Lee Masters 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

A Call to Worship and Collect for Purity 
After the opening song we remain standing and affirm our intention to be here. 
 

Presider  Come, O Christ, and stand in our midst 

as you stood among your disciples, 

and speak to us words of peace. 
 

Presider  Peace to each woman, peace to each man. 

People  Peace to each family, peace to each child. 

Presider   Peace to the creatures, peace to the nations. 

People  Peace in our hearts, peace in our world. 
 

Presider  Come, O Christ, and stand in our midst 

as you stood among your disciples, 

and speak to us words of peace. 
 

Presider  Come to us from the heart of God. 

People  Come to us from the garden of our beginnings. 

Presider  Come to us from the center of this moment. 

People  Come to us from the true depths of our soul. 
 

Presider  Come, O Christ, and stand in our midst. Amen. 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

Presider Let us pray. 

Holy God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We commend this nation to 

your merciful care that guided by your wisdom we may dwell secure in peace.  Grant to the 

President of the United States, the President elect and to all in authority, wisdom and 

strength to know and to do your will.  Fill all of your people with a love of truth and right 

actions and keep us mindful of our call to serve you and one another in a spirit of 

compassion and love.  Amen. 
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WE TELL THE STORY 
 

We sit for the Reading. 
 

Reading 
Isaiah 65:17-25 or 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

  

 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Psalm 98 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 

With his right hand and his holy arm he has won for himself the victory. 

The Lord has made known his victory; his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, and all the ends of the earth have seen the 
victory of our God. 

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, the lands and those who dwell therein. 

Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

In righteousness shall he judge the world and the peoples with equity. 
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Our Gospel Hymn: Give Peace to Every Heart 
We stand and sing 
          

Give Peace to Every Heart 

Give Peace to Every Heart 

Give Peace 

Give Peace 

 

The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel 
Luke 21:5-19 

 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Homily 
 

We are seated for the homily. After the homily we will be invited into a few minutes of silence. 
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OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
  

We stand and say together these ancient and new words. 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and of life everlasting.  AMEN.  

 

  



November 13, 2016                                           The Homecoming Season of Grace                                         Gathering Grace  
Page 7 

The Prayers of the People 
We continue to stand as we pray 
 

Gratitude          
Leader    “Sing to the Lord a new song.”  We give thanks for the care and concern of our 

Grace community as we support each other, helping us to understand our 

country and ourselves. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All           Hear our prayer 
 

Community Worship 
Leader    “The Lord our God comes, comes to rule the earth.” We pray for the lay 

leaders and clergy of Grace Church that Christ may be in the midst of our 

worship. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All           Hear our prayer 
 

Life Journeying 
Leader    “They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.”  As we 

accustom ourselves to the change in leadership, may we listen to each other 

and help the country to heal. 

  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All           Hear our prayer 
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Leaders, World and Faith                                 
Leader    “Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.”  Guide our 

religious and political leaders, that they may find love stronger than fear and 

work together towards peace, acceptance and respect in their communities and 

the world. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All           Hear our prayer 
 

Our Earth Home 
Leader    “Let the sea roar with its creatures.”  We pray to lessen the stress our fragile 

earth and its atmosphere are undergoing, and to support those people who are 

affected. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All           Hear our prayer 
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader    “By your endurance you will gain your souls.” We offer prayers for those on our 

prayer list and all others who are suffering or have died. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All           Hear our prayer 
 

Closing 
Leader    As the shadows lengthen, God help us to deepen our own connection to you.  
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OUR CONFESSION 
 

Presider God of compassion, you have searched us out and known us 

 All  And all that we are is open to you. 

 Forgive us, when we deny dignity to ourselves and to each other; 

Forgive us, when we use our power to dominate, and our weakness to 

manipulate; 

Forgive us, when we evade responsibility and forget to live with an 

abundant heart; 

 Remember us, when we lose our way. 
 

Presider Once again, we turn to you God; 

All  We acknowledge our failings, 

We claim your love; 

We choose to remain whole.  
 

Presider God of welcome, you have called us home to you; 

 All  Let us walk in your presence,  

  with love in our hearts and truth in our minds, 

 Until, at the end of our journey, 

 We know the joy of our homecoming 

 And the welcome of your embrace. Amen. 
 

We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community— 
the sharing of God’s Peace, especially with those we do not yet know. 
 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

The Offertory 
 

  



November 13, 2016                                           The Homecoming Season of Grace                                         Gathering Grace  
Page 10 

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

The Presider continues 
 

Let all creation praise you. 

Let the daylight and the shadows praise you. 

Let the fertile earth and the swelling sea praise you. 

Let the winds and the rain, the lightening and the thunder praise you. 

Let all that breathes praise you. 
 

And we shall praise you, God of all life, joining our voices with the whole company of 

heaven, who evermore praise you singing:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Strickland 
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Holy God, awesomely distant and intimately close, we praise you. 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth dance with gladness. 
 

We bless you for the goodness and wonder of creation, 

for the voices of all who have invited us into life with you. 
 

We bless you for Jesus Christ, 

guiding star and source of love everlasting; 

who born of Mary, shares our life. 
 

Eating with sinners, Jesus welcomes us. 

Guiding his followers, he leads us. 

Enduring great suffering and death, he saves us. 

And by rising, he offers us new life. 
 

On the night he died, Jesus took bread, 

and when he had given thanks, broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said: 
 

Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, gave it to them and 

said: 
 

This is my blood shed for you and for the world for the forgiveness of sins. 

Drink it, and when you do, remember me. 
 

With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
 

Christ has died 

Christ is risen 

Christ lives within and around us. 
 

Receive the gift of our praise, O God of all creation. 

Pour out all the richness of your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts  

that this meal may be for us a communion in the Body and Blood of Christ 

and with all who share this feast. 
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Remember Christ, your one holy universal and apostolic Church.  

Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 

Remember all who minister in your Church especially those here at Grace 

Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth. 
 

Bring us closer in faith, 

encourage us with hope, 

confront us with justice, 

set us on fire with love, 

that we may serve the world as your faithful people  

until we come to the end of our life on earth and step 

into your light forever. 
 

With all your saints, 

we praise you eternal God,  

through Christ your word made flesh, 

in the holy and life-giving Spirit, 

now and forever. Amen 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name,        

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 

Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion.  The Presider extends that invitation by saying 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. 
This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. 

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. 
If you need a gluten free, dairy free, soy free wafer—please let the server know. 
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Music During Communion 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 

 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After all have received the bread and wine we stand and say this prayer together 
 

All  God of creation, 

  you form your word among us, 

  and through us you embrace all human experience. 
 

  You grace us each day with chances to be your hands, 

  your heart, 

  and your light. 
 

  We give thanks 

  for bread and wine, 

  for this community, 

  and for your love. 
 

  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
 

The Blessing 
This blessing is said by the Presider on behalf of us all. It is a blessing rooted in the lives of those who have gone before us, 
reminding us of God’s nurturing love for all of Her children.  
 

God’s blessing be with us,  

Christ’s peace be with us, 

The Spirit’s outpouring be with us, 

now and always. Amen. 
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Dismissal 
Presider Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.   

 

 
 

God of peace, there is work to be done. 

There are wounds to mend, bridges to build, 
memories to heal, dreams to uncover, 

hope to exhume. 
There is a rend in our souls to be tended to. 

There are despondent hearts to listen to, and to listen,  
and to listen. 

And there is a realm to be built despite all odds, against all powers. 
This is your work, and we join you. 

 

God of peace, 
give us the courage of warriors, the strength of saints, 

the love of new mothers, the resilience of gravity, 
the patience of breath, the freedom of children. 
May we befriend gentleness and seek out hope; 

may we marry justice and give our souls to compassion. 
 

Let us hear your voice. 
Let us sense your hope. 

Let us feel you move.  
 

God of mercy, give us your mercy. 
God of peace, give us your peace.  

 
Steve Garnaas-Holmes  |  Unfolding Light   |  www.unfoldinglight.net 

 
 
 

  

http://unfoldinglight.net/
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I Will Sing 

 

God of peace, fill me with your mercy.  
When others around me are anxious give me peace. 
Though anger cloud people’s vision open my eyes. 
When others blame and threaten may I listen. 
In the midst of cruelty may I be gentle and kind. 
May there be only blessing in my words and in my hands. 

When the stench of abuse fills the air, 
when oppression demands a seat at the table: 
protect the tender ones, heal the wounded, 
vindicate the gentle, and give me courage to attend. 

God of peace, bless me, 
that when the world cries violence 
I will sing peace; when the world spouts hatred 
I will sing justice; when the world shouts fear 
I will sing love. 

When the world shouts 
I will sing, I will sing. 

 

~Steve Garnaas-Holmes  |  Unfolding Light  |  www.unfoldinglight.net 

 
 
 
 

 

Grace Church  • 8595 NE Day Road • Bainbridge Island • WA•98110 • 206 842 9997 •grace@gracehere.org 

www.gracehere.org 
 

http://unfoldinglight.net/?p=3835
mailto:grace@gracehere.org

