
 

Grace Episcopal Church 
November 20, 2016 ∏ 8 am  
Last Sunday of Pentecost 
Ministers: All of Us 

Preacher: Bill Maxwell 

Priest in Charge: Joan Anthony 

Music & Arts: Ann Strickland 

 
We are seated. A bell rings and we listen to the longing of our hearts. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

A Call to Worship 
After the opening song we remain standing and affirm our intention to be here. 
 

Presider  Come, O Christ, and stand in our midst 

as you stood among your disciples, 

and speak to us words of peace. 
 

Presider  Peace to each woman, peace to each man. 

People  Peace to each family, peace to each child. 

Presider   Peace to the creatures, peace to the nations. 

People  Peace in our hearts, peace in our world. 
 

Presider  Come, O Christ, and stand in our midst 

as you stood among your disciples, 

and speak to us words of peace. 
 

Presider  Come to us from the heart of God. 

People  Come to us from the garden of our beginnings. 

Presider  Come to us from the center of this moment. 

People  Come to us from the true depths of our soul. 
 

Presider  Come, O Christ, and stand in our midst. Amen. 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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Collect  
Presider Let us pray. 

Eternal and living God, grant that the peoples of the earth be brought together in knowing 

harmony; help us to nourish each other so that we may live with greater care and generosity. 

Amen. 
 

Opening Song: Jesus Remember Me 
We stand and sing 
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WE TELL THE STORY 
 

We sit for the Reading. 
 

Reading 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

 or Colossians 1:11-20 
  

 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Psalm 46 
We stand and say the Psalm responsively. 

 

Our sure defense, our shelter and help in trouble, God never stands far off. 

So we stand unshaken when solid earth cracks and volcanoes slide into the sea, 

when breakers rage and mountains tremble in the swell. 

The Lord of cosmic power, Jacob’s God, will shield us. 

A river delights the city of God, home of the Holy One Most High. 

With God there, the city stands; God defends it under attack. 

Nations rage, empires fall. God speaks, earth melts. 

 The Lord of cosmic power, Jacob’s God, will shield us. 

Come! See the wonders God does across the earth: 

everywhere stopping wars, smashing, crushing, burning all the weapons of war. 

An end to your fighting! Acknowledge me as God, high over nations, high over earth. 

The Lord of cosmic power, Jacob’s God, will shield us. 
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Our Gospel Hymn: Come My Way My Truth My Life 
We stand and sing 
          

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
Luke 23:33-43 

 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily 
 

 
 

 

 

OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
  

We stand and say together these ancient and new words. 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and of life everlasting.  Amen.  
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The Prayers of the People 
We continue to stand as we pray 
 

Gratitude          
Leader    “Joyfully give thanks to the Father.”  We give thanks for the care and concern of 

our Grace community as we support each other, helping us to understand our 

country and ourselves.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All        Hear our prayer 
 

Community Worship 
Leader    “May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from God’s glorious 

power.”  We pray for the lay leaders and clergy of Grace Church that Christ may 

be in the midst of our worship. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All        Hear our prayer 
 

Life Journeying 
Leader    “May you be prepared to endure everything with patience.” As we accustom 

ourselves to the change in leadership, may we listen to each other and help the 

country to heal. 

  
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All        Hear our prayer 
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Leaders, World and Faith                                 
Leader    “I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not 

fear any longer, or be dismayed.” Guide our religious and political leaders, that 

they may find love stronger than fear and work together towards peace, 

acceptance and respect in their communities and the world. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All        Hear our prayer 
 

Our Earth Home 
Leader    “Come! See the wonders God does across the earth.” We pray to lessen the 

stress our fragile earth and its atmosphere are undergoing, and to support those 

people who are affected. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All        Hear our prayer 
  

Prayer Requests 
Leader    “Our sure defense, our shelter and help in trouble, God never stands far off.” 

We offer prayers for those on our prayer list and all others who are suffering or 

have died. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All        Hear our prayer 
 

Closing 
Leader    As the shadows lengthen, God help us to deepen our own connection to you.  
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OUR CONFESSION

 
 

Presider God of compassion, you have searched us out and known us 

 All  And all that we are is open to you. 

 Forgive us, when we deny dignity to ourselves and to each other; 

Forgive us, when we use our power to dominate, and our weakness to 

manipulate; 

Forgive us, when we evade responsibility and forget to live with an 

abundant heart; 

 Remember us, when we lose our way. 
 

Presider Once again, we turn to you God; 

All  We acknowledge our failings, 

We claim your love; 

We choose to remain whole.  
 

Presider God of welcome, you have called us home to you; 

 All  Let us walk in your presence,  

  with love in our hearts and truth in our minds, 

 Until, at the end of our journey, 

 We know the joy of our homecoming 

 And the welcome of your embrace. Amen. 
 

We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community— 
the sharing of God’s Peace, especially with those we do not yet know. 
 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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Prayer Over the Pledge Cards 
 

Gracious and loving God, giver of all that is good and true and beautiful and life-giving. 

These cards represent our work, they represent our lives, they represent our dreams. The 

pledges which we make on them are but tokens of the awesome gifts that have been given 

to us and they are pledged in thanksgiving for all we have received, for all we have been 

inspired to be, for all we are challenged to become in this place. 
 

May they be the first fruits of all we have and not what we have left over, so that we may 

know your true abundance. May we see them as our offering to you, sacred, holy, yet earthy, 

filled with possibilities. May we hold this image in our hearts and minds so as we watch our 

offerings each week come to your table, we can see clearly our sacrifice of thanksgiving 

living and true. Amen. 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

The Presider continues 
 

Let all creation praise you. 

Let the daylight and the shadows praise you. 

Let the fertile earth and the swelling sea praise you. 

Let the winds and the rain, the lightening and the thunder praise you. 

Let all that breathes praise you. 
 

  



November 20, 2016                                           The Homecoming Season of Grace                   Gathering Grace  
Page 10 

And we shall praise you, God of all life, joining our voices with the whole company of 

heaven, who evermore praise you singing:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Strickland 

 

Holy God, awesomely distant and intimately close, we praise you. 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth dance with gladness. 
 

We bless you for the goodness and wonder of creation, 

for the voices of all who have invited us into life with you. 
 

We bless you for Jesus Christ, 

guiding star and source of love everlasting; 

who born of Mary, shares our life. 
 

Eating with sinners, Jesus welcomes us. 

Guiding his followers, he leads us. 

Enduring great suffering and death, he saves us. 

And by rising, he offers us new life. 
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On the night he died, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, broke it, gave it to 

the disciples, and said: 
 

Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, gave it to them and 

said: 
 

This is my blood shed for you and for the world for the forgiveness of sins. 

Drink it, and when you do, remember me. 

With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
 

Christ has died 

Christ is risen 

Christ lives within and around us. 
 

Receive the gift of our praise, O God of all creation. 

Pour out all the richness of your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts  

that this meal may be for us a communion in the Body and Blood of Christ 

and with all who share this feast. 
 

Remember Christ, your one holy universal and apostolic Church.  

Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 

Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth. 
 

Bring us closer in faith, encourage us with hope, 

confront us with justice, set us on fire with love, 

that we may serve the world as your faithful people  

until we come to the end of our life on earth and step 

into your light forever. 
 

With all your saints, we praise you eternal God,  

through Christ your word made flesh, 

in the holy and life-giving Spirit, 

now and forever. Amen 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name,        

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 

Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion.  The Presider extends that invitation by saying 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. 
This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. 

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. 
If you need a gluten free, dairy free, soy free wafer—please let the server know. 
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Music During Communion 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 

 

 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We stand and say this prayer together 
 

All  God of creation, 

  you form your word among us, 

  and through us you embrace all human experience. 
 

  You grace us each day with chances to be your hands, 

  your heart, 

  and your light. 
 

  We give thanks 

  for bread and wine, 

  for this community, 

  and for your love. 
 

  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
 

The Blessing 
This blessing is said by the Presider on behalf of us all.  
 

God’s blessing be with us,  

Christ’s peace be with us, 

The Spirit’s outpouring be with us, 

now and always. Amen. 
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Dismissal 
Presider Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

by Brian Doyle 
You can snarl and rage and roar and snipe at thugs and liars, 

Sure you can, and right you are for doing so, and you maybe 

Actually enjoy letting the lava soar out all righteously, right? 

But even so, there are lies inside you like viruses. You know 

What I am talking about; we don’t need to go into any detail. 

And we have been too familiar with a little thuggery, haven’t 

We? Not battery: You’ll say, rightfully, that you are innocent. 

No: I mean the times you knew about assault and battery, and 

Did zero. We just stood there. We pretend to be fascinated 

By something else that just happened to be happily elsewhere. 

We turned our heads, so it looked like we just hadn’t noticed; 

We can surely be excused if we didn’t see it, right? Right? 

 

http://www.christiancentury.org/artsculture/poems/culpa
http://www.christiancentury.org/artsculture/poems/culpa
http://www.christiancentury.org/contributor/brian-doyle
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by Brian Doyle 

http://www.christiancentury.org/artsculture/poems/miraculum
http://www.christiancentury.org/contributor/brian-doyle

