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Grace Episcopal Church 
 

The First Sunday of Advent 
 

November 27, 2016 | 9:30am 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ministers | All of Us 

Preacher/Priest in Charge | Joan Anthony 

Music Associate | Darden Burns 

Tribe | Sarah 
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 A RITE FOR GATHERING 
 

We are seated. A bell rings. We listen. 
We are invited to stand. 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
Presider  Holy God, bless us this day and may this season teach us to wait, hope and 

wonder.  

All May we see You in each other, hear You in our music and know You in  

 our hearts. Amen. 

 
  

Opening Hymn | Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Music: Stuttgart, melody from Psalmodia Sacra, oder Andächtige und Schöne Gesange, 1715; 
Adapt. And harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt. 

The Collect 
Presider The Lord be with you. 

All  And also with you. 

Presider  Let us pray. 

In the days to come grant us joy, peace, and light as we move closer to the birth of Jesus. 

Amen. 
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Advent Stillness 
We are seated 
 

We are invited and called to use these minutes  
of quiet in ways that provide a balancing point  

to the Noise of this cultural season.  
The quiet will begin and end with a bell followed by a reflective reading.   

Let the quiet work to create space.   
Hear your breath. Notice your mind. Feel your heart. 

 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
 

 

Reading 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
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We stand to sing 

Gospel Hymn | Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel 
Traditional Spiritual 

 
The Gospel is introduced by saying 

Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
Matthew 24:36-44 

 

Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Homily 
We may be seated for the homily. 
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Reflective Reading | Blessing for Waking 
We stay seated for the reading 

 

  

 
 

 ~ Jan Richardson  | janrichardson.com 
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OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

We stand and say together. During this Advent Season the words we use are spare,  
inviting our hearts and minds to imagine more. 

 

Presider  Let us stand and affirm our faith: 
 

Presider  We believe 

All  In God above us. 
  (Quiet) 

Maker. 

Earth. 

Air. 

Sea. 

Star. 

Presider  We believe 

All  In God beside us. 
  (Quiet) 

Word in Flesh. 

Womb. 

Woman. 

Man. 

Child. 

Loss. 

Return. 

Resurrection. 

Presider  We believe 

All  In God within us. 
  (Quiet) 

Holy. 

Spirit. 

Breath. 

Source. 

For Ever. 
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The Prayers of the People  
We stay standing as we pray 
 

Leader   Help us to lay aside the works of darkness.      

 

Silent time for prayers 
 

Leader   God, help us to put down our swords. 
 

Silent time for prayers 
 

Leader   Let go of strife that we might find happiness in our homes. 
 

Silent time for prayers 
 

Leader    Let go of fear that we might have safety inside our walls. 
 

Silent time for prayers 
 

Leader Wake us from sleep, knowing that salvation is near. We offer prayers for those 

on our prayer list and all others who are suffering or have died. 
 

Silent time for prayers 
 

 

OUR CONFESSION 
 

Prayer of Reflection and Confession 
 

Presider Together, let us now confess who we are:  
O Trinity of Love: look now on us who look to you. 

All  And hear this prayer for our life together. 
Presider Where there is falseness 
All  Give us your truth. 
Presider Where there is any coldness 

All  Kindle the Flame of your love. 
Presider Where there is joy and hope 

All  Free us to share it together. 

Presider And make us one. 
All  As you are one. 
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We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community— 
The sharing of God’s Peace. 

Presider  The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All   And also with you. 
 

The Offertory 
Now seeing how greatly God loves us, let's share freely of the good things we've received.  You are invited to offer your gifts 
of money and time for the work of the Church.  As we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we stand and sing  
 

A Song to Offer  |  O Light Divine
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, 
and we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, alms, and ourselves—would be vehicles of that 
welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

All  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is always right to give you thanks, God our Creator, loving and faithful, holy and strong.  

You have filled us, and all of creation, with your blessing. You give us life.  

 

With all created things, we raise our voices to proclaim your glory. 

 
Scott Lawrence 

 

 

Gracious God, you form us in your own image and call us to dwell in your love. You give the 

world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and live with one another in 

grace. Yet, we don’t do this well. We violate your creation. We stumble in darkness. We 

are troubled by conflict. We are burdened by hurt.   
 

All  We long for wholeness, and we desire peace. 
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Even though we have lost our way, you pursue us and find us. You are God with us and for 

us. You come to us in Jesus.   

 

On the night before he died, Jesus was with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks, broke it 

and gave it to them saying: 

 

 
“Take eat - This is my Body, which is given for you.   

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 

As the supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks, gave it to them 

and said:  

 

 
“Drink this, all of you -  This is the cup of the new Covenant,  

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

 

Faithful God, as we present to you these gifts – this bread, this wine – and as we come 

forward and present ourselves, prepare us for the incarnation of Christ. Come to us.   

Be with us. Help us know your goodness. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts of bread and 

wine.   

 

All  And pour out your Spirit upon us, that we may love one another,  

            work for the healing of the earth, and embody your tender mercy. 

 

 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People  and Presider 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name,        

 thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept. 
The silence is broken with these words. 

 
Presider Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion.  The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 
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All are invited to receive the bread and the wine.  
Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive.  

This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  
Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. 

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

 

During Communion |  We Gather Together (piano solo) 

 

Let Us Break Bread Together  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes—and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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Poetry for the Season | Drawing Near 
Read. Feel. Inspire.          

 

    

 

          

      
 

  

~ Jan Richardson  |  janrichardson.com 
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We remain seated and sing together 
Song After Communion | Each Winter as the year Grows Older 
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Our Prayer After Communion 
We stand and say this responsive prayer which asks for all our voices. 
 

Presider For bread and wine, this place and this time, 
All   We give thanks. 
Presider For stories of love and longing and the hope which does not leave us, 

All    We give thanks. 
 Presider For the journey ahead and what we don’t yet know; for your presence, and your 

challenge, and the joy we can’t yet imagine, 

All    We offer ourselves. Thanks be to God. 

 

Announcements &  Celebration of Joys 
We may be seated for announcements. 
 

The Blessing 
We stand as the Presider offers this blessing. 

 Presider God's blessing be with us, 

   Christ's peace be with us, 

   The Spirit's outpouring be with us, 

   now and always.  Amen. 

 

Closing Song  | We Give Thanks 

 
By Wendy Luella Perkins 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal   
Presider As we await the coming Christ, go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God!  

 

 

Being gracious to the one who has only unkind words to say— 

that is grace.  

Generosity to those who cannot give in return— 

that is grace.  

Kindness to those who wish us harm— 

that is grace.  

Going beyond what is strictly necessary into a realm of sheer possibility–

grace. 

-Br. Mark Brown  |  Society of Saint John the Evangelist 

 

http://ssje.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=344ed142b391b2b520df4080c&id=0e720bf5cd&e=a1975a5e9e

